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mander-in-cliief, caused the soldiers to put them out, and to break the windows of such citizens as he conceived were concerned in the contributing to .them, and in that zeal a great many innocent suffered with the guilty, especially the Chancellor, Doctor Watkinson, who complained of his usage to me. I knew the matter was not very nice to meddle in; however, I represented it and obtained of his Majesty that the officer should ask his pardon; but this was all, so angry was the king with fires upon that occasion.
July 12. I was at the general sessions held for the liberty of Westminster, and some days after at that for the county of Westminster, at Hicks Hall, where I found such a change of justices of the peace, and so many papists and fanatics put into commission, that I did not seek business, and mixed with them as little as I could. The justices at Hicks Hall caused several to be indicted for making "bonfires and for contributing to them as rioters. The proof was very plain against them, but the grand jury would not find the bill, though the justices sent, them out three times. Such kindness men generally had for the bishops and the Protestant religion. My Lord Halifax advised me, as things now inclined at court, to consider if it were safe to continue my employments. I answered that I had great obligations to the King, and would serve him as well as I could, whilst he allowed it, without prejudicing my religion.
July 13. My Lord. Sunderlancl, long suspected to be a papist, declared himself openly in the King's chapel of that religion with the usual ceremonies.
July 17. I saw the finest fireworks made at the King's charge on occasion of the Prince of Wales that ever were seen in England.
The King went clown to the mouth of the Thames to see the fleet, but the true cause was to appease the seamen, who were ready to mutiny upon occasion of some